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Course Description:

An historical and biblical overview of the birth and development of the church especially as it relates to the book of Acts and other New Testament Literature.  Consideration will be given to a variety of historical and contemporary ecclesiological issues.

Course Rationale:
This course supports institutional goals by assisting students with their knowledge of the biblical and liberal arts, providing a foundation for graduate studies or vocation, supporting academic excellence, providing foundational experiences in computer literacy, emphasizing wholesome attitudes, healthful habits, responsible citizenship, and promoting spiritual transformation in students.
This course supports the divisional goals by providing coursework in Christian ministry and by enabling majors to become competent in their chosen fields.

This course supports the departmental goals by preparing individuals to become competent Christian ministry professionals in a variety of local church and parachurch settings, offering electives to majors in other fields who wish to prepare themselves for more effective service in local church and parachurch settings, preparing graduate students to build upon their Christian ministry foundation through graduate and vocational training, preparing graduating students to function as leaders in local churches and parachurch organizations by equipping them with foundational leadership skills.

Course Objectives:

1.  The student will develop specific understandings of the biblical and theological foundation for the local church.

2. The students will analyze current ecclesiological practices and evaluate them from a biblical perspective.

3. The student will analyze current literature in the field of ecclesiological thought and practice.
Required Texts:

Driscoll, Mark. 2009.  Religion Saves.  Crossway.
Deriscoll, Mark. 2008. Vintage Church. Crossway.
McLaren, Brian. 2004.  A Generous Orthodoxy. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  (Extra Credit)
Course Requirements:

Your grade in this course will be based on a point system.  You will have the OPPORTUNITY to earn 400 points during this course.  To determine your grade at any point, simply divide the number of points earned by the total number of points possible.  For example, 95 =95%





                                      100

Your grade will be based on the following requirements:

100 points.  Major Exam.  You will one major exam.  The exam will cover material presented up until the exam time.  The format may include true/false, short answer and listing, and essay.

100 points. Book Review.  In two 3-5 page, double-spaced papers, you will review Religion Saves and Vintage Church .  In your reviews, include a summary of content, strengths, weaknesses, and implications for the local church of the text.  Be prepared to discuss your findings in class. 
100 points.  Emergent Movement Debate.  Based upon the McLaren text and other research you will do, in two-assigned groups, you will debate the pros and cons of the Emergent Church Movement.  In a 2-3 page, double-spaced paper you will list your findings to turn in to the professor.  One group will deal with the pros of the movement.  The other group will deal with the cons of the movement.  One paper will be turned in per group.   Be ready to LOVINGLY debate the other team.  
100 points. Contemporary Issue.  You will research a current issue that today’s church is facing.  Topic to be approved by the professor.  You will objectively present your findings as well as what you feel should  the biblical and evangelical response be to the issue.  You will present your research in a 5-6 page, double-spaced paper.
Grading Scale:
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Class Schedule:  (This schedule is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.)
Monday
Introductions, Exegetical Issues, Foundation for the Modern Church
Tuesday
Overview of current  structures in the local body of believers, problems in the local church.  Current Issues the church is facing.
Wednesday
Church polity and government.  Continue issues.  Religion Saves due by supper.
Thursday
 The Emergent Church, Emergent Debate, church discipline, Vintage Church due by supper. 
Friday
Church Issue Paper due.  Final Exam, Current issues in the local church.  Extra Credit book review due.
