TH 201 Theology I

Course Syllabus

Spring 2009

Instructor: C. Samuel Spatola

Contact: samuelson79@hotmail.com

Course Description:

Theology I is designed to be an introduction to the major themes and topics in Christian theology specifically Bibliology, Theology Proper, Christology, Pneumatology, and Angelology.  The course will deal primarily with doctrine while some attention will be given to the history and development of Christian doctrine.  Effort will be made to connect Christian belief or theology to Christian living and contemporary culture.    

Course Format:

The course will be primarily comprised of daily lectures.  Students will be expected to attend every class session, to come having carefully read the assigned text for the day and prepared to interact with the instructor and fellow students.  Most days we will have time to break from the lecture format and form both small and class wide groups in order to “flesh-out” the material.  This will be done in effort to connect course material to every day life or Christian living.  The use of both popular visual and audio media (i.e. film and music) will be employed in an attempt to demonstrate how both forms of media make theological claims.       

Objectives:

By the end of the course students will:

1) Develop an understanding of the major areas of Christian doctrine by attending daily class lectures and completing the assigned readings (Knowing/Cognitive),

2) Demonstrate theological skills in a variety of assignments: group discussions, written work, quizzes, and final exam (Doing/Behavioral), and

3) Experience the enormous task of “doing”, “believing”, and “living” Christian theology and thus our overwhelming need for both HUMILITY and the HOLY SPIRIT’S help in the task of theology (Feeling/Emotional).

Required Texts:

Holy Bible (any version you wish)
Erickson, Millard J., Introducing Christian Doctrine (2nd Edition), Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 2001.
Course Packet: Students will also be expected to read a variety of handouts and select chapters from books which the instructor believes to be helpful.  These will be drawn from a variety of texts and will be distributed in class or online links will be given.
Highly Recommended:
Roberts, Vaughan, God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible, Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press, 2002.

Grudem, Wayne, Systematic Theology, Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1994.

Dorman, Ted M., A Faith for all Seasons: Historic Christian Belief in Its Classical Expression 2nd Edition, Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishing Group, 2001.


Plantinga, Cornelius, Engaging God’s World: A Christian Vision of Faith, Learning, and Living  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2002.


Bartholomew, Craig G., and Goheen, Michael W., The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story, Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004.


Frame, John M., Salvation Belongs to the Lord: An Introduction to Systematic Theology, Philipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2006.

Evaluation:

Attendance and class participation: the student is expected to come to class on time and ready to discuss the daily readings intelligently.  Furthermore students are expected to participate in class wide and small group discussions.  Failure to do so will result in loss of participation points.

Reading: daily readings are to be read on time, fully and carefully.  Students will be asked on the daily quizzes to provide the percentage of reading done.

Written work/Small Group Student Presentations: all written work both individual and that done in a small group will be due on day 8 (last day of class).  Small group student presentation will be given on day 7.

Quizzes: students will take a series of short objective quizzes taken from both the readings and daily lectures.

Exam: the final exam will be taken on the last day of the course; it will be a comprehensive exam which means that all reading and lecture material from the entire course is fair game.  The final will be a combination of objective and subjective questions and will be composed of: short answer questions, true/false, matching, and essay.

Grading:

Attendance and class participation…………………………………..………...10%

Reading……………………………………………………………………………25%

Written work/Small group student presentations…………..…………...…….25%

Quizzes…………………………………………………………………………….10%

Exam……………………………………………………………………………….30%

Total……………………………………………………………….………………100%

Course Schedule:

Day 1…………..Intro to Course, Justification for Theology, Our Theological Method, and Small Group Discussion 

Day 2…………………Doctrine of the Word of God part I, Small Group Discussion

Day 3………………………Doctrine of the Word of God part II, Doctrine of God part I, Small Group Discussion 

Day 4……………………………. Doctrine of God part II, Doctrine of Christ part I, Small Group Discussion

Day 5………………………… Doctrine of Christ part II, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Small Group Discussion

Day 6…………………………Doctrine of Angels with special guest lecturer Rev. Sam Spatola

Day 7………………………………………………Small Group Student Presentation                                                                            

Day 8…………………………Reading Day, All Written Work Due, and Final Exam
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